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Repair Its Devastation

I’m an angry Indian,” Roger St. John,
Sisseton Wahpeton Oyate, told the
First Nations Repatriation Institute’s
second annual adult adoptees summit.
The elite panel included child-welfare

specialists, judges, lawyers, community activists and scholars. The most
important experts, according to the organization’s founder/director, Sandra
White Hawk, Rosebud Sioux Tribe, were adult adoptees—such as St. John—who
related their experiences at the three-day meeting at the University of Minnesota,
Twin Cities in St. Paul.

“I’m more than glad to tell you I’m pissed off,” continued St. John, a 49-year-old
truck driver with dark hair pulled back in a ponytail. “I was the youngest of 16
children, grabbed at the age of 4, along with three older brothers—no paperwork,
nothing. The other kids in the family escaped because they took off.” Soon, St.
John and his siblings ended up in New York City at Thanksgiving time. The year
was 1966: “We were on the front page of the newspaper, along with lots of good
talk about the holiday and adoption. We were brought up without our culture,
which took a terrible toll on our lives. I grew up angry and miserable.”

St. John’s experience was replicated all over Indian country in the mid-to-late
20th century. The boarding-school era that had begun in the late 1800s was
winding down and the abusive residential schools set up to isolate and assimilate
Native children were being closed down or turned over to the tribes, a process that
was largely completed by the 1970s. Meanwhile, another means of separating
Native children from their communities was gathering steam.

The Indian Adoption Project was a federal program that acquired Indian children
from 1958 to 1967 with the help of the prestigious Child Welfare League of
America; a successor organization, the Adoption Resource Exchange of North
America, functioned from 1966 until the early 1970s. Churches were also involved.

4.1K

Share
September 05, 2016

Apache Descendants
Hold...
Their Apache
ancestors were
chased,...

September 04, 2016

Standing Rock
Sioux...
Sacred places
containing ancient
burial...

September 04, 2016

What Dakota
Access...
This interview was
recorded on
September...

SIGN IN/REGISTER FACEBOOK CONNECT

https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Findiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com%2F2011%2F12%2F06%2Fnative-americans-expose-adoption-era-and-repair-its-devastation-65966&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&text=Native%20Americans%20Expose%20the%20Adoption%20Era%20and%20Repair%20Its%20Devastation&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fictmn.com%2F44A&via=IndianCountry
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http://indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com/2011/12/06/native-americans-expose-adoption-era-and-repair-its-devastation-65966&title=Native%20Americans%20Expose%20the%20Adoption%20Era%20and%20Repair%20Its%20Devastation
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http://indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com/2011/12/06/native-americans-expose-adoption-era-and-repair-its-devastation-65966&title=Native%20Americans%20Expose%20the%20Adoption%20Era%20and%20Repair%20Its%20Devastation
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http://indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com/2011/12/06/native-americans-expose-adoption-era-and-repair-its-devastation-65966&title=Native%20Americans%20Expose%20the%20Adoption%20Era%20and%20Repair%20Its%20Devastation
http://indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com/user/edit#newsalerts
http://indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com/advanced/search?fq[0]=ts_field_full_name%3AStephanie%20Woodard
http://indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?app_id=493888563989950&sdk=joey&u=http%3A%2F%2Fictmn.com%2F44A&display=popup&ref=plugin&src=share_button
http://indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com/2016/09/05/apache-descendants-hold-mangas-coloradas-victorio-and-lozen-dearly-165579
http://indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com/2016/09/04/standing-rock-sioux-tribe-condemns-destruction-and-desecration-burial-grounds-energy
http://indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com/2016/09/04/what-dakota-access-destroyed-standing-rock-former-historic-preservation-officer-explains
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsv35e7pny-Fz1uTQh-5BnAHtAm4NK_o65kucaRgGE2eYJAMEbQaBSKDKlSTbSfb064hVr3oLzVM26qVJGEei5zE3vvZlf--GBssYalq7-uicePhMYW-bcJYRNVrXg3_V1Ju1OA_oVUTUd-pHFJirAjk-GlONRQwQuFee4F3Z95TPFpsfV64x8Yzx166UKxIARm4IyyGksTQzZ1QfESR82QnKr0Wgbt01NRlieo7-geCOt1hmxJuToPfxohhyKUM0anW_nLowYrgQtDjqZsX5A0&sig=Cg0ArKJSzMKhBRU4Fc3f&adurl=https://law.utulsa.edu/academics/degrees/master-of-jurisprudence-mj/master-of-jurisprudence-in-indian-law-mjil/%3Futm_medium%3DOnline%2520Media%26utm_source%3DICTM%26utm_campaign%3DHomepage%26utm_mediadescription%3D300x250%26utm_mediatype%3DGirl%2520Banner&nm=1
javascript:fb_login();


9/10/2016 Native Americans Expose the Adoption Era and Repair Its Devastation - ICTMN.com

http://indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com/2011/12/06/native-americans-expose-adoption-era-and-repair-its-devastation-65966 3/24

In the Southwest, the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints took thousands
of Navajo children to live in Mormon homes and work on Mormon farms, and the
Catholic Church and other Christian denominations swept many more Indian
youngsters into residential institutions they ran nationwide, from which some
children were then fostered or adopted out. As many as one third of Indian
children were separated from their families between 1941 and 1967, according to a
1976 report by the Association on American Indian Affairs.

“People have heard of the boarding-school era and know it was bad, but they don’t
know our adoption era even exists,” said White Hawk, who was taken from her
family on the Rosebud reservation as a toddler in the mid-1950s. “A few small
studies of adult adoptees have been done, and we’re just learning how to talk
about what happened. We need think tanks and conferences and scientific
research to explore what occurred and how it affected us.”

Then, White Hawk said, that information can inform current Indian child-welfare
cases. “When experts take the stand to testify in a child-welfare hearing [about
placement of a child or termination of parental rights, for example], they need
academic backup to explain the relationship between, for example, suicide and
being disconnected from your culture,” she explained. “The courts want Ph.D.-
level research to back up what we tell them.”

A paper by Carol Locust, Cherokee, describes Native adoptees suffering from what
she calls Split Feather Syndrome—the damage caused by loss of tribal identity and
growing up “different” in an inhospitable world. Lost Bird is another term
researchers have used to refer to the group, recalling one of the earliest Indian
adoptees. A Lakota infant who survived the 1890 massacre at Wounded Knee
sheltered by the frozen corpse of her mother was claimed as a war trophy by a
general who named her Lost Bird, according to her biographer, Renée Sansome
Flood in Lost Bird of Wounded Knee.

Thanks to copious newspaper coverage of the massacre and its aftermath, Lost
Bird became her generation’s celebrity adoptee, but fame did not save her from a
fate that was a harbinger for too many Native children. She endured intolerance
and isolation, and when she rebelled as a teenager, was shipped back to her birth
family, where she no longer fit in. After a stint in Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show
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Cross says child­welfare workers too often ignore
the large support network for Native children

and the loss of three children—two died and she gave away the third, according to
Flood—Lost Bird was felled by influenza in 1920, at the age of 30. “Throughout
her life of prejudice, exploitation, poverty, misunderstanding and disease, she
never gave up hope that one day she would find out where she really belonged,”
Flood wrote.

At the summits and other events White Hawk has organized or spoken at since
2003, modern-day adoptees have recounted their dramatic life journeys,
sometimes for the first time. “The stories vary from the most abusive to the most
beautiful, but that’s not the point,” she said. “Even in loving families, Native
adoptees live without a sense of who they are. Love doesn’t provide identity.”

“I never felt sorry for myself,” said St. John, “but if I ever got hurt, it wounded me
to my soul, because I felt no one was there for me.” In recent years, he has found
his birth mother and connected emotionally with his adoptive parents. “They were
so young, in their 20s, when a priest convinced them to adopt four Sioux boys
from South Dakota. It was too much—for all of us.”

 During the adoption era almost any issue—from minor to serious—could
precipitate the loss of an Indian child. Two Native people interviewed prior to the
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summit said they were separated from their families after hospital stays as young
children, one for a rash, the other for tuberculosis. A third was seized at his baby-
sitter’s home; when his mother tried to rescue him, she was jailed, he said. A
fourth recalled that he was taken after his father died, though his mother did not
want to give him up. A fifth described being snatched, along with siblings, because
his grandfather was a medicine man who wouldn’t give up his traditional ways. As
in St. John’s case, no home studies or comparable investigations appear to have
been done to support the removals. “Indians had no way to stop white people
from taking their kids,” said yet another interviewee. “We had no rights.”

Eighty-five percent of the Native children removed from their families from 1941
to 1967 were placed in non-Indian homes or institutions, said the Association on
American Indian Affairs report. The aim, said White Hawk, was assimilation and
extinction of the tribes as entities, as their younger generations were removed,
year after year—just as it had been with the boarding schools.

“We can’t be afraid to use words like genocide,” said summit participant Anita
Fineday, White Earth Band of Ojibwe, managing director of Casey Family
Programs’ Indian child-welfare programs and a former chief judge at White Earth
Tribal Nation. “The endgame, the official federal policy, was that the tribes
wouldn’t exist.”

As Native adoptees struggle to recover their identities, some have trouble
accessing their original birth certificates. Many states seal adoption records to
protect the confidentiality of the process. “In a state that does this, you have to be
a detective to find out where you’re from,” said White Hawk.

Or lucky. According to Sharon Whiterabbit, Ho-Chunk Nation, a business
consultant and internationally known rights advocate, the son she’d given up as a
teen mother found her because he lost his social security number. To get a new
one, he had to petition the courts for his original birth certificate and, using the
information he found there, tracked her down.

Could something be done on a tribal level to keep adoption records open and
available for those who want them? Whiterabbit asked the group. This summit
was about solutions, as well as problems, and Fineday had an answer: “Tribes
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have a right to know their members, so we can demand the records. We’re not
requesting, though. We’re demanding. At White Earth, we were successful with
this tack in a couple of cases. When the [adoption] documents arrived, I got goose
bumps.”

Carrie Imus, director of social services for and former chairwoman of the
Hualapai Tribal Nation, suggested that tribes do pre-enrollment of children who
are being adopted out, to ease their return.

According to Terry Cross, Seneca Nation of Indians and founder and executive
director of the National Indian Child Welfare Association, nontribal child-welfare
workers usually did not recognize the large support network that Native children
enjoy: “In the 1950s, 1960s and 1970s, children were removed from Indian
families because auntie was taking care of them, and the system called that
neglect. But it was simply a different cultural way of meeting the child’s needs. To
this day, social workers who remove Native children don’t know what an Indian
family is and what supports are available
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White Hawk says courts demand quality
research.

 in the extended family and tribe.”

Decades of stolen children caused unresolved personal and community-wide grief
and high rates of alcoholism, suicide and other social ills that stalk individuals
and tribes to this day. “It took me years to realize nothing was wrong with me and
the response I had to the trauma I’d experienced as an adoptee,” said Sandra
Davidson, White Earth Band of Ojibwe and a program manager for Praxis
International, a nonprofit dedicated to eliminating violence toward women and
children.

Often referred to as “historical trauma,” the pain can’t be cured with quick-fix
programs, said Cross. “In Canada, we looked at places where suicide is the
highest, and it’s where the culture is most broken down,” he said. “In such cases,
do you start suicide-prevention programs, or do you restore balance in the
community through more self-governance? I have found that unless you change a
community systemically, you can’t affect the symptoms of imbalance, such as
suicide.”

Linear thinking—see a problem, apply a solution—is ineffective, he added.
“Mainstream society’s services are so fractured. Medical doctors get the body,
psychologists get the mind, judges get the social context, and clergy get the spirit.
But, in fact, we are all whole people, and real solutions have to address that.”

Cross pointed to the sweat lodge as a way of caring for the whole person. “It’s
done in groups and includes teachers, stories and protocols for how to conduct
oneself, which relate to the social context,” he said. “You sweat, and you
experience aromatic herbs, which heal the body; you participate in prayers and
songs, which are in the realm of spirit; and when you come out, you feel better
and have moments of clarity that are aspects of mind.”

That type of healing is required for entire communities, as well as for individuals,
and is a part of what Cross called the “remembering” of indigenous cultures.
Colonization has pulled indigenous cultures apart worldwide, as colonizers have
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taken land and resources. “They also usurp sovereignty and attack spirituality,” he
said. “The last item is removal of children to educate them in the language and
worldview of the colonizer. Now, though, we Native people are remembering our
traditions and remembering our communities. We’re healing from within.”

The adoptees’ stories must be articulated so they can heal, so their communities
can be restored, and so the experiences can help remedy Indian country’s ongoing
child-welfare crisis, said White Hawk. The percentage of Native children cared for
outside the home remains disproportionately high across the nation, despite the
Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA), a 1978 law that sought to ameliorate the
situation—but has yet to do so. In Alaska, Native children make up 18 percent of
the child population but 55 percent of the children in foster care; in South Dakota,
Indian kids are 15 percent of the state’s youngsters, but 53 percent of those in
foster care. Other states topping the list for skewed numbers include Minnesota—
where the overrepresentation of Native kids in foster care increased substantially
from 2004 to 2009—Montana, Nebraska and North Dakota.

Another summit attendee, Gina Jackson, Te-Moak Tribe of Western Shoshone
Indians, is educating judges through a model-court program of the National
Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges, in Nevada. The program helps
jurists understand ICWA and relevant best practices. “We’ve signed up 66
jurisdictions and will help them work for compliance,” she said.

Education of the judiciary is crucial, said Arizona state judge Kathleen Quigley:
“ICWA cases are not the bulk of a judge’s work, so many are not familiar with the
law.” And the concept of the “active efforts” needed under ICWA to find and notify
a child’s tribe of a possible removal from the family is not dealt with sufficiently in
case law, she said.

“At this meeting, it has been critical for me to hear from folks who’ve been in the
system and to understand how being taken from their families and communities
affected their lives,” Jackson said. “I want everyone who works with kids and
families to hear these voices.” Michael Petoskey, Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa
and Chippewa Indians and chief judge of the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi
Indians, agreed. “Thank you for sharing your stories,” he told the survivors of the
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adoption era. “We judges may underestimate the impact on people’s lives when
we terminate parental rights.”

“Your saying that is medicine for those of us who’ve been through this,” White
Hawk responded. Going forward, the repatriation institute will work to affect
policy and will organize a day of prayer and healing for Friday, November 2, 2012.
“We’re hoping to have events at state capitols nationwide,” said George McCauley,
Omaha, head of the Institute’s board of directors.

Jerry Dearly, the renowned Oglala Lakota storyteller and educator who serves as
White Hawk’s advisor, informed the group that healing is about identity,
understood on a profound level. “You have to find out who you really are, who you
really were,” he said. “Go to a quiet place where it’s just you and the Creator. All of
us are beautiful, but you have to believe in yourself.”

“Now I have cancer and am waiting for an operation,” St. John told the summit.
“But I believe in myself, and I can survive anything.”

Funding for this story was provided by the George Polk Program for Investigative
Reporting.
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"The stories (of adoptees) vary from the most abusive to the most
beautiful, but that's not the point. Even in loving families, Native
adoptees live without a sense of who they are. Love doesn't provide
identity." -Sandra White Hawk This truth is universal to all adoptees,
regardless of race. For more information on Adoptee Rights and the
state-to-state battle for our Original Birth Certificates, please visit:
www.facebook.com/AdopteeRightsCoalition For an online support
group for adoptees, visit: www.AdultAdoptees.org
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"The stories (of adoptees) vary from the most abusive to the most
beautiful, but that's not the point. Even in loving families, Native
adoptees live without a sense of who they are. Love doesn't provide
identity." -Sandra White Hawk This truth is universal to all adoptees,
regardless of race. Every time a child is adopted, his/her original birth
certificate (the child's truthful documentation of birth) is permanently
sealed. He/she is issued a falsified birth certificate called an "amended
birth certificate" that lists the adoptive parents as the child's biological
parents. This falsifying of an innocent, voiceless child's birth record is
discrimination and should be illegal. Average Joe's serve hard time in
federal prison for falsifying identity documents, yet it is done legally all
over this country in vital records' offices with the permission of judges
and barbaric, antiquated state laws. The United States Constitution is
violated every single time a person's birth certificate is sealed and
falsified.
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Wed, 12/07/2011 - 14:54
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The commenter above is judgemental of people who were strip-mined
of their children. Mothers who were in "crisis" pregnancies and were
coerced into relinquishing their children or forced into it. Instead of
family preservation our government promoted and still promotes
adoption separation. Also, adoptees are victims of a government that
seizes their birth certificates and issues them false ones. This is
discrimination against a class of people simply because they were
adopted.

Login  or Register  to post comments

Wed, 12/07/2011 - 23:25

I was apart of the church of LDS(Mormon). My sisters and I were sent
away to other Mormon families during school, and home for summer.
All N' all I would say It hurt us as a family.To this day I wouldn't say
we are close. Hopefully some good can come form this.

Login  or Register  to post comments

Thu, 12/08/2011 - 01:20

I cannot imagine what possesses you to say such cruel and false things.
You must be an adoptive parent who took a Native child and raised
him or her to be white, and now you don't like having to face the
righteous anger of the many victims of these adoptions.

Login  or Register  to post comments

Thu, 12/08/2011 - 02:14

When I read comments such as the one that would blame the
colonized, the marginalized, the displaced, and dispossessed, I read
the dominant culture's death wish for the non-Anglo population of the
world writ large. How horrifying a worldview, and how much more
damage will it inflict before it is overturned once and for all? This
article is brilliant. First, for tying adoption into the economic and
political engine that is colonialism/capitalism/globalization. Second,
for positing things this way, tying the struggle of American Indians
into that of domestic adoptees also looking for their identities, but also
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into that of domestic adoptees also looking for their identities, but also
that of transracial adoptees (like myself), many of whom have returned
to their lands of birth to find some sense of self after the destructive
event of their adoption. You know you are saying/doing the right thing
when the comments start attacking you. This is the dominant
discourse, whose medical, legal, governmental, cultural, and media
systems all paint the same picture of Adoption as Salvation, usually for
the barbarian non-Anglo populations of the world. Enough is enough!
The time to raise our Voice is here, and drown out the noise of those
who have no empathy for those they deceive and destroy.
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Thu, 12/08/2011 - 07:40

Great article... I was never aware that there were so many Indian
adoptees.. I am one of those .... I was born in 1961.. I was told I was
starving to death so I was adopted by a family. Do not get me wrong I
love my adoptive family. They gave me wonderful opportunities. I feel
as if there is something missing in whom I am. This is difficult to deal
with sometimes.. I can not even prove my heritage because my records
are closed. Sometimes I need a sense of belonging, I feel as if I am
stuck between two worlds. If anyone has any ideas on how I can
pursue my destination please I am open to ideas..

Login  or Register  to post comments

Thu, 12/08/2011 - 23:02

Judges that do not follow Tribal law and custom in Tribal and CFR
courts need also to be educated as to the harm of removing a child
from an Indian home, even if the grandparents have been deeply
involved with raising the child. Indian children need to stay with
Indian families, even if the ICWA is not in play. To give a child to a
non-Indian father, just because his life-style is considered to be better
then life on the reservation, is not only demeaning to the Indian
family, it is demeaning to the culture into which the child is born.
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My Pawnee friend is on the Native Children Services Board with her
tribe, or at least was for awhile and still may be on a National level. I
had the pleasure of working with her and she will always be my friend.
I worked for Children Services in a small county in Ohio and we always
checked to find out if children were Native American and tried first of
all to help the mother all we could, place the child with family
members, or place the child with the tribe the mother belonged to, or
the father belonged to. As for Roger St. John and all Native Americans
who were snatched away that should never have been, I wish you
peace, love and healing. Forming a strong children services board for
each tribe is a necessity nowadays even though most children services
agencies are becoming more aware of the importance and in some
cases, laws requiring Native Americans to be returned to someone in
their Native American family or to the tribe they belong to. Adoption
takes a heavy toll on children, but Native American children were
stolen for a long time and expected to assimilate into "white"
Americans. How wrong and misguided these people were. I'm happy
that some tribes, such as the Navajo now have their own schools for
children in their tribe. It's still hard on the children there because the
distance of the school is so far from their homes that they have
boarding schools where children are separated from their parents for
long periods of time, but learn their Native language, history,
customs,etc., and learn information needed to survive in and off the
reservation.
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Fri, 12/09/2011 - 06:12

To anntmxw - While the ICWA MAY apply to you (and may unseal
your records) it will depend on whether your heritage is from a
Federally recognized tribe. Depending on what state you were born in
(and what state you were adopted in, if different) there are resources
that do not depend on proving Native heritage. There are several
groups of search angels dedicated to adoptees and original parents
who are searching for answers. The Yahoo Group 'Soaring Angels' is
one I recommend.
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Re: ICWA.... A lot of adoptees from the pre-ICWA era are still very
much alive and the ICWA laws do not apply to these elders. They are
the forgotten. Many judges are ignorant of ICWA laws and do not
know how to apply them and ensure that they are being followed by
adoption agencies. In fact, adoption agencies are known to only send
information on the child's mother when asking whether the child is
from the tribe or not. If a tribe's ICWA representative doesn't catch
this on the tribe's end, the adoption agency skirts by ICWA law. A child
cannot be determined to be part or not part of a tribe without the
information for both parents.
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Fri, 12/09/2011 - 15:56

- I know many native kids who were adopted. It is blatantly unfair to
demand CDIB's from such persons. - The Mormon Church continues
to "adopt" kids into White families. Much of this is done in an informal
way to bypass regulations. - All mormons I know ferociously defend
the adoption of natives into white families as the right thing to do.
They are brainwashed to this day. - The adoption issue has not been
explored in detail and many children who were adopted have fallen
through the cracks and not accepted by their tribes because of "lack of
documentation." This is very devastating for such individuals.
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I have always been told that my grandmother was born on the
Choctaw reservation in Mississippi. However, my grandmother never
spoke of her. I have searched for records relating to her birth, but have
been unsuccessful. How can I find out if she was adopted? Or where
should I look for her records? I want desperately to trace my heritage
and learn about who I am. I am blessed to have found Indian Country
Today. I feel that I am finally learning from my own people. All of the
adopted Native American children are in my prayers. I hope they all
find their families as much as I hope to find mine.
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@ Beaver "...The Mormon Church continues to "adopt" kids into White
families. Much of this is done in an informal way to bypass
regulations. - All mormons I know ferociously defend the adoption of
natives into white families as the right thing to do...." I'm a "ferocious"
Mormon disagreeing with you to the "T". This all stopped in the 1980,
so if any Native babies continue to be adopted out; it has to be the
choice of the biological mother. The biological mother most likely
remained in the Mormon community when this happened, so to blame
all "ferocious Mormons" doesn't justify all the adoptions. I do
genealogy and found alot of Native mothers who were told in the IHC
delivery rooms that their baby(ies) was/were stillborn or died shortly
after the delivery believed the doctors; they went home empty and
broken hearted. Natives through superstition/culture avoid anything
relating to death because it's a bad omen. These hospitals workers
knew and they used this to their advantage and sold Native babies on
the black market--many were done through protestant and catholic
missionaries. I met families who had this happen to them and the
mom always felt the baby was alive--mothers instinct.
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Thu, 11/29/2012 - 13:45

In our society, we are taught to look to our elders for guidance, and
when a parent strays from the old ways it is the grandparents who try
to teach and keep together the childrens lives, with this in mind, who
does a child or chidren believe? In the southwest texas area we have
generations upon generations of cases where lost peoples have no
identity because of this, who are we, where did we come from, why do
we not "fit" or identify with societies understood policies, are we
mexicans or sre we first nation people? It's disheartening to go trough
life haveing to live invisibly, not belonging to the anglo way and not
identifying with "mexicans" who are in fact sometimes more "indian"
than we are. My grandparents were totally uneducated in anglo history
or the implications of such, but they never missed the opportunity to
remind and assure us of our real people. Forced adoptions of cultural
as well as physical ways are still alive and thriving in west texas as
well. We as an unidentified and unrecognized people still hold on to
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well. We as an unidentified and unrecognized people still hold on to
the hope that, even though the government will never "see" us as who
we really are, it is our own people who dismay us the most when they
don't "see" us.
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The white world wonder why we are all so angry. Wouldn't they be too
if they had their culture kept from them most of their lives. They
would go around in their lives wondering who they were & where they
had come from. I can relate to some of this due to my family not
raising us with our culture & trying to raise us as white. I was so angry
for many years about this. Then one day I got up, started researching
& then I found out why: To protect us from the whites who so many
times treated we Indian people far worse than Africans who had been
snatched from their homelands & made slaves in American. I then had
compassion for those I had been so angry about for keeping us from
our culture. Still, I wish my elders would have been honest from the
beginning & shared our culture with us, let us decide for ourselves if
we wanted to live in this white world we were deceived by for so long. I
forgave them for what they did, but still I feel cheated by not getting to
learn more about my peoples at a young age. Now as someone older I
am now getting to know more about my peoples culture, our ancient
stories & some of the languages. Not one word was ever spoken in our
native tongue because frankly, no one had spoken it since they were
driven off our homelands in the 1800's. My ancestors had been so
scared for their lives that they kept our heritage from us until my
grandmother's time. Even then, she had so few things to tell us since
she never knew our language. All she knew was from her great-
grandmother who lived to be almost 110. I feel cheated of my heritage
even though it was to protect us from harm by the white people who
despised native peoples. One thing that has happened now that I know
where I came from is that I have peace in my spirit now that I can
practice my beliefs in the ancient ways, teach my younger child who
wants to be a part of his heritage. The other children have no desire to
be a part of who we really are. They have decided to live as whites. This
makes me sad. You cannot force someone though to live something
they do not believe. That would a great wrong. I am thankful to the
Creator for the one child who is proud to be First Nation. Hoa!
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Sun, 12/02/2012 - 19:48

I would like to share this with Denise Kettering because she is
searching for her brothers son that was adopted from Korea, his
brothers want to meet their brother. The brother was FBI memonnie
Indian from Wis. Is there any way to find out more information
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As a white person who has an interest in seeing things improve for all
of Indian heritage ..both full and mixed blood I find this article
fascinating.. I have a foster son....White... for the last 24 years... yeah
he is adult and out of the system but still part of our family.. He would
have issues too of fitting in etc.. just so you know some of that is to do
with not having been raised by his birth family.
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The tragedy is that the churches, government, and adoption
facilitators really believed they were working "In the Best Interest of
the Child". The unintended consequences have been visited on the
descendants of the adoptee s well as the adoptee. The
"cultural/economically disadvantaged" have had to pay too great a
price for assimilation into the society at large. The loss is great for all
adoptees including the Caucasians who are perceived as the privileged
group.
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First of all, I want to thank you for all that you have reported. I am
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First of all, I want to thank you for all that you have reported. I am
Ojibewa, from Belcourt, ND. I can understand the issues that you
speak of. I have had to deal with many of these issues in my own life. I
was never adopted but placed in fifteen different foster homes. I have
never felt like I fit anywhere. There are so many of us out there/here.
Between the violence, isolation, lack of tribal cohesion, disruption of
families etc. life can be so difficult. The separation of native children
from tribal members must stop. It is so damaging to our children. I do
not believe the government should have the right to take our children
from our tribes. As I said before, I was never adopted, I went into
foster care. I cannot describe how the total effect of the trauma and
violence in my own life have damaged me. I only know things are not
right inside. When I read this article, I hurt inside. When will there be
an end to the devastation. It's hard not to feel overwhelmed. What I
don't understand, is how so many people can turn their back on
humanity to do such atrocities. Genocide is an ugly term. But this is
exactly what they tried to do to us before. This taking of our children is
part of that. These survivors deserve all the support to find their
people they can get. Laws must be changed. They shouldn't have to
fight to get their birthright back. It shouldn't have been taken in the
first place. Anyone out there that can help please do, help these
children find there way home. Thank you for your time.
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First of all, I want to thank you for all that you have reported. I am
Ojibewa, from Belcourt, ND. I can understand the issues that you
speak of. I have had to deal with many of these issues in my own life. I
was never adopted but placed in fifteen different foster homes. I have
never felt like I fit anywhere. There are so many of us out there/here.
Between the violence, isolation, lack of tribal cohesion, disruption of
families etc. life can be so difficult. The separation of native children
from tribal members must stop. It is so damaging to our children. I do
not believe the government should have the right to take our children
from our tribes. As I said before, I was never adopted, I went into
foster care. I cannot describe how the total effect of the trauma and
violence in my own life have damaged me. I only know things are not
right inside. When I read this article, I hurt inside. When will there be
an end to the devastation. It's hard not to feel overwhelmed. What I
don't understand, is how so many people can turn their back on
humanity to do such atrocities. Genocide is an ugly term. But this is
exactly what they tried to do to us before. This taking of our children is
part of that. These survivors deserve all the support to find their
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part of that. These survivors deserve all the support to find their
people they can get. Laws must be changed. They shouldn't have to
fight to get their birthright back. It shouldn't have been taken in the
first place. Anyone out there that can help please do, help these
children find there way home. Thank you for your time.
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I am the child of a Native adoptee. He was born in 1919. His father was
Harvey Halsted (spelling?) From Niagara Falls area. His mother was a
Carlisle from NY, NY Harvey was Cree but his birth cert. did not show
this. My father was adopted by Charles Gott Rogers and his wife, of
Buffalo, Ny. My sister and I are the only children of Frederick Charles
Rogers and Mary Lee Watson (Nashville, Tn) My sister tried to have
my father's adoption papers opened but the Fed. Judge refused. We
are getting old now and are wondering if there is any way to have his
adoption opened and copies for ourselves and our children. We are
very proud of our Cree lineage and would like to see the adoption
papers and any other information that can be found about our father's
family and the Cree living around that part of the US and Canada at
the time. Can you help? If so, please let me know.
Fineartca@comcast.net. Thank you so much!

Login  or Register  to post comments

Wed, 12/12/2012 - 23:43

MY GRANDCHILDREN ARE STILL GOING THROUGH THE
SYSTEM, EVEN THOUGH THEY WERE ADOPTED BY THEIR
OLDER SIBLINGS MEXICAN FATHER AND WASICU WIFE.
PLEASE PUT ME ON YOUR EMAIL LIST SO I CAN KEEP HOPE
TOO.
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my niece was a native american child adopted in 1964 at the age of 2.
She never fit in socially and was out cast by her classmates. They
ridiculed her. My sister moved her to private school where she was at
least not ridiculed on a daily basis. My sisters husband ordered her
around and made her wait on him hand and foot. She is a
grandmother now, an alcoholis and drug abuser. Her 3 daughters are
also drug abusers. She would like to find her birth mother and tribe.
She does not know how to start. She should be entitled to some health
care services.
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Wed, 12/19/2012 - 19:00

I was adopted by a great immigrant family. my birth mom who is
native was also adopted but by a white family where she was abused.
she married an italian man who was abuseive. We've tried to find out
what tribe she was born into but the gov won't share that. my parents
always encouraged me to learn their culture they even took me to
powwows honestly I've never felt like i belonged more in any place
then there. Im 24 I will never know where i come from its unfair its
like a part of me is missing and will never be complete.. thank you for
listening.
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when we look up in the sky we see the stars and as each star twenkle
its the eyes that see all and the cicle of life returns to us from afar the
loss who where take have travle far but now have come home tears are
the stars who have twenkle for home and family and time has no
tomorrow. History is still being made today and tomorrow for a star is
always being born.
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when we look up in the sky we see the stars and as each star twenkle
its the eyes that see all and the cicle of life returns to us from afar the
loss who where take have travle far but now have come home tears are
the stars who have twenkle for home and family and time has no
tomorrow. History is still being made today and tomorrow for a star is
always being born.
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i am proud of all the native families who are trying to survive after all
the betrayal and vicous torture that they have indured and still are
facing / it is digusting how the government and thier followers can call
themselves human beings to this day / also the assigned so called
religious groups? Devils that they are / the native people deserve
abundant compensation for years to come but they are still fighting a
greedy government
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i am proud of all the native families who are trying to survive after all
the betrayal and vicous torture that they have indured and still are
facing / it is digusting how the government and thier followers can call
themselves human beings to this day / also the assigned so called
religious groups? Devils that they are / the native people deserve
abundant compensation for years to come but they are still fighting a
greedy government
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I am one of these "closed cort" adoptees. Born in Whiteriver,AZ. May
31,1966. Only after finding Mid-West Adoption Center, they gave me
brief, non-idenifying information about my birth, and birth
parents/family. That was all though, for free. I got another lead, from
another person, I heard that another native lost his S.S. card. And to
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another person, I heard that another native lost his S.S. card. And to
get another he had to reqest his actual birth certifertic. He had to
pertion the courts. But he did get it!
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