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A candidate for judicial office (district magistrate judge) asks if a judge may write a letter
to the District Judicial Nominating Commission formed to select a magistrate judge (see K.S.A. 20-
2901 et seq. and K.S.A. 2004 Supp. 20-2914, 2915) concerning the qualifications of a candidate.
Canon 5A(1)(b), 2004 Kan. Ct. R. Annot. 558, provides that:
“A.  All Judges and Candidates.
(1) ....ajudge. ... shall not:

(b)  publicly endorse or publicly oppose another candidate for public
office;”

In this case the Commission is the appointing authority; it has the final word on this judicial

appointment. As we said in Opinion JE 27, “we believe the proposed letter of endorsement amounts
to publicly endorsing a candidate for public office” and is thus specifically prohibited by Canon

5(A)(1)(b), 2004 Kan. Ct. R. Annot. 558.

/Robert H. Miller, Chairman
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